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d 113 at seven years. Although large individual fluctuationscontinue | 


to oceur, the mean IQ for children tested at ages three through eight has 
OO ae of less than three points. Children’in the relatively 
more ‘superior pares have higher mean IQ’s than those i in less superior 
h mes. 

Correlations between-child’ s IQ and. Potts: of both true and foster 
‘parents are under .25. Correlation*between child’s and mother’s IQ is 
.36 on third test. Other lationshige ae of similar magnitude. 

This group of children-whose true arents may be described as socially, 
occupationally and, intellectually below average, but placed in above 
average and superior foster homes at an early age, have continued to show 
above average mental development through the preschool and--early 
elementary years. [15 min., slides.] 


3:25 P.M. A Comparative Study of Braille and Talking Book Reading. 
BERTHOLD LOWENFELD, American Foundation for the Blind, New 
York City. 


A series of test stories adapted from McCall-Crabbs ‘‘Standard Test 
Lessons in Reading’’ was given to 260 third and fourth grade pupils, 
another to 221 sixth and seventh grade pupils, in 12 schools for the blind. 
Stories for the younger group were presented in four different modes: 
braille, Talking Book straight reading, Talking Book with sound effects, 
Talking Book with dramatizatiofis; stories for the older group only in 
braille and Talking Book straight reading. (Talking Books are essentially 
long-playing phonograph records.) Reading speed was timed and chil- 
dren were asked to select the stories they preferred. 

The experiments reveal: (1) third and fourth grade pupils prefer 
Talking Book stories with sound effects and dramatizations; sixth and 
seventh grade pupils prefer the male voice; (2) Talking Book reading is 
about three times as fast as average braille reading (a detailed analysis 
of braille reading rate is given); (3) comprehension scores (based on the 
'standaradized G-scores) show, for third and fourth grades, Talking Book 
straight reading and Talking Book with sound effects significantly: supe- 
rior to braille reading, with greater differences jin the’ lower 10 groups. 
Tests for the older group were divided into story and textbook material. 
_ For textbook material braille reading was significantly supetior to Talk- 
ing Book reading. For story material no significant difference 1s found. 
| Conclusions: Slowness of braille reading is generally recognized as a 
factor responsible for the educational retardation of bind children. The 
Talking Book represents a valuable supplementary reading medium in 
_the education of the blind because of its comparatively highreading 
_ speed, its reading appeal, and its comprehensibility.. Textbooks, however, 
should be studied in braille and the teaching of braille should not be 
_ neglected, for braille also serves as a medium for written communication. 
[15 min., records.] 
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245 P.M. An Analysis of Public School Pupils’ Selections of Mo » 
tant Persons. HOwARD L. KINGSLEY, Boston University ; 

ne, five, 5, 

person in the 


ta were obtained from 637 boys and girls in grades 
and twelve as to whom they considered the most importa 
world and why. Results were analyzed for sex, grade lével, and values 
reflected in reasons given for the selections. President Roosevelt, parents, 
mother, and Hitler were mentioned in all grades, but/ with differences in | 
frequency for the sexes and grades. Other choices/show definite grade 
differences. First graders consider persons important for personal services 
rendered. Fi th graders rate as important heroes and persons of extraor- 
dinary achievement. Ninth graders value worl ‘service, superior ability 
and notable achievement. Twelfth grade pupils place a premium upon 
such qualities as\skill, daring, bravery and power. Growth from self- 
centered values to\ appreciation of services /to humanity and world in- 
fluence is indicated. \{10 min.] } 
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Peld teyMoswdare Psychologists Contribution to Industrial Morale. H. 
MELTZER, Psychological Service Center, St. Louis, Missouri. : 
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Psychologists have made many investigations which are applicable’ 
for the study of industrial morale. More recently, however, work on 
industrial morale done by psychologists has been limited to employer-; 
employee interviews or to the use of questionnaires for the study on 
employers’ attitudes.’ If industrial morale\is comprehensively con-: 
sidered, any contribution that can be used to improve human relations in 
industry can be legitimately considered a contribution to industrial” 
morale. Fram this more comprehensive point of view, job analyses set 
up so that key people and‘foremen are given opportunities to undergo a 
learning experience, which can be an aid-in improving ‘the understanding’ 
of relations between forémen and workers, between key people and’ 
foremen, can be advantageously used as a significant contribution to’ 
industrial morale: So also can a determination of a wage structure simi-' 
larly set up. A,merit\rating system has more often been used in this 


fashion, and'the application of a relevant testing program could also serve: 
that function. All of these can be advantageously used as aids in improv-_ 
ing channels of communication in industry and, by so doing, inckease 
effectiveness of production as well as contribute toward the general. 
mental health in industry. Examples from work with personnel in the) 
machine shop as well as key people will be used to illustrate how such. 
aids can contribute towards industrial morale. [15 min.] 


aes 


